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Ricky Tims teaches you to design and make these fabulous, one-of-a-kind contemporary art
quilts. Inspiring quilt gallery!
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1DedicationMy parents have always given their blessings for my ever-evolving, sometimes
crazy and unexplainable endeavors, even when it went against their better judgment. To Mom
and Dad, because of you, I keep reaching for the stars. In recent years, my partner, Justin, has
worked tirelessly to help build and manage a complex company that we can realize our
personal goals. To Justin, my love is everlasting. I would not have made it this far in my journey
without you. I have life-long friends who have walked with me through life’s journey. Good
friends are treasures. To these friends, you are always in my heart, and the memories of our
friendship help me remember my past. For the past 16 years, guidance and encouragement
have come from casual quilters and quilting professionals alike. To all of you who have
influenced me over the years—thank you. I hope I make you proud. For quilters everywhere
who have allowed me to impart a bit of my love, passion, and compassion—not only in regards
to quilting, but about the wonderful mystery of life—this book is for you. May we all believe in
the unbelievable and reach for the impossible.AcknowledgmentsCreating a book is not
accomplished single-handedly. The book starts with a vision and the publisher must embrace
that vision. Amy Marson saw my vision and enabled this project to move forward at lightning
speed. Darra Williamson worked diligently to make sense of my hen scratches and organized
this text into a logical and well-organized progression of ideas. Liz Aneloski’s creative genius
has assembled all of the ingredients together and presented it with beauty and style. The entire
creative and technical staff at C&T Publishing is responsible for taking my vision and making it
a reality. The efforts of all these people on my behalf have enabled this book to be an amazing
reality. Thank you all.INTRODUCTIONI love quilting. I love quilters. I love teaching and sharing
my passion with anyone who will listen. I love seeing the expressions on the faces of visitors to
Tims Art Quilt Studio and Gallery who walk in and ask, “Where are the quilts?” expecting to
see work that is more reminiscent of their childhood recollections. It’s great providing an
education to those who think quilting is still in the dark ages.
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this text into a logical and well-organized progression of ideas. Liz Aneloski’s creative genius
has assembled all of the ingredients together and presented it with beauty and style. The entire
creative and technical staff at C&T Publishing is responsible for taking my vision and making it
a reality. The efforts of all these people on my behalf have enabled this book to be an amazing
reality. Thank you all.INTRODUCTIONI love quilting. I love quilters. I love teaching and sharing
my passion with anyone who will listen. I love seeing the expressions on the faces of visitors to
Tims Art Quilt Studio and Gallery who walk in and ask, “Where are the quilts?” expecting to
see work that is more reminiscent of their childhood recollections. It’s great providing an
education to those who think quilting is still in the dark ages.I don’t love the quilt police. I don’t
enjoy seeing students oppressed by limitations put upon them by some “quilt authority” who
made laws regarding the quilting process. Quilting should be fun. It should be rewarding. It
should not be stressful. If you like rules and boundaries—that’s okay. If you want freedom of
expression—that’s okay too! I like to say, “Whatever pickles your okra!” I have fun with my
quilting. It is fun to teach and see the “lightbulb” moments in students. I guess if it ever stops
being fun, then it is time to move on to something else. I’ve had a lot of obsessions in my life,
but quilting is the addiction that has stuck with me the longest. Those who know me know I
really have fun with it all. I make “serious” quilts, but I’m not serious about making them. It is
important to learn what needs fussing over and what does not. This book is a guidebook, and
while it is a how-to book, it is not a book of rules (even if I use the word). It outlines the
methods I use, but nowhere do I intend to imply that my way is the right way. Again—whatever
pickles your okra! I’d like to think that I could be witty and whimsical throughout this book, but
the fact of the matter is, there is a lot of information and some of it requires some reasonable
amount of concentration by you, so I won’t muddle it up with quips and cleverness. I hope you’ll
appreciate that. If you want to see the whimsical side of me, I invite you to attend one of my



two-day seminars around the country or one of my weeklong quilt retreats in
Colorado. However, not wanting to deprive those of you who would like a joke, here goes: One
day there was a thread that was working hard in his garden under the hot sun. Being tired and
a bit distracted, he got tangled up in the weed-eater. Once he pulled himself from the weed-
eater, although not entirely back to normal, he decided to take a break and go to the local bar
to throw back a cool one. When he entered the bar, the bartender bristled, looked at the thread
and said, “Hey, we don’t serve your kind. You’re a thread.” The thread just looked at him and
said, “No, I’m afraid not!” Now, on to more serious matters . . . I guess, given my lifelong love for
and involvement with music, and the fact that many of my quilt titles have musical references, it
is not surprising that I am writing a book about a style of quilt I call a Rhapsody quilt. I’ve come
to realize that there are many similarities between one of these quilts and a musical rhapsody.
Each unfolds like a mystery—with twists and turns that move in unexpected directions. A
musical rhapsody and a Rhapsody quilt both have a thoughtful, overall “structure,” and yet
within each there remains a great deal of flexibility that tends only to be realized as the work
evolves. Like a musical rhapsody, a Rhapsody quilt can include a variety of themes and motifs,
played out in flowing patchwork and intricate appliqué. Even so, the overall design maintains
focus and unity. Sometimes forces we do not recognize, know, or understand motivate our most
creative choices. Recently I was presenting a seminar on Rhapsody quilts. After one session, a
student came up to me and handed me a piece of paper that explained the origin of the word
rhapsody. It is derived from the Greek words rhaps, meaning “to sew,” and ÿodieï, meaning “a
song.” In other words, the literal translation of the word rhapsody is “to sew a song.” Was this a
collision of art and music fate, coincidence, divine intervention, and serendipity at work? I
couldn’t say, but I can’t image a more perfect way to describe these beautiful quilts ... and once
again, blend my two passions. Throughout my quilting experience, I have found that new
techniques take a bit of practice before I become confident and proficient with them. There are
many techniques in this book that are a bit out of the ordinary and will likely be new to you. The
techniques are not difficult, but like anything new, you’ll need a bit of practice to learn the
process. My advice is to read through the directions first, and then make samples following the
directions for each. Once you are confident, you will not be fearful when working on your
masterpiece. It’s time to begin your own unexpected journey composing your own beautiful,
quilted song. This book will provide all the guidance you need to create your own, one-of-a-
kind, twenty-first century legacy quilt—a Rhapsody quilt!SONGE D’AUTOMNE, 82-Ð × 82-Ð
Completed in 2000. Machine pieced, machine appliquéd, and machine quilted with trapunto by
Ricky Tims. The design for this quilt began with straight lines and had been planned with Amish
colors. At the last minute, I made the lines wavy and used original 100% cotton hand-dyed
fabrics. This quilt was the immediate predecessor to my Rhapsody quilts. The similarities
include symmetrical layout (although not mirrored), curved piecing, and set-in corners. The
medallion-style design with appliqué on the main areas is also reminiscent of a Rhapsody quilt.
It relates to other Rhapsody quilts in that it was created by making improvisational choices on a
fixed background design. This quilt was completed on the first day of 2000—a true new-
millennium quilt. It won the Master Award for Machine Workmanship at the 2000 International
Quilt Association Show in Houston, Texas. From the collection of the International Quilt Festival
—Houston and Chicago.WHAT IS ARHAPSODY QUILT?A Rhapsody quilt is a medallion-style
quilt that utilizes a symmetrical design in a reversed and mirror-imaged arrangement. The
design is usually—although not necessarily—composed of gentle curves (see Rhapsody in
Green on page 36). The basic “skeleton”—or outline—of the quilt offers opportunity for original
appliqué or lush quilting. Although the quilt has a symmetrically organized layout, the addition



of appliqué or other details can be more spontaneous. Although I had experimented with the
various elements utilized in subsequent Rhapsody designs, Bohemian Rhapsody (page 9) was
the first quilt to bring all these elements together and it was the first quilt to incorporate the
designation “rhapsody” in its title. It is a significant quilt in the fact that it established the
Rhapsody quilt’s signature style, even though at the time I had no idea that the formula or
process would be something I would repeat—much less put in a book.What exactly is that
signature style? Rhapsody quilts are all about symmetry. The design is reversed and mirror-
imaged over a central vertical and horizontal axis. In most cases, there are no seams along the
axis lines. Rhapsody quilts are typically square due to the method used to create them. While it
is possible to create a rectangular Rhapsody quilt, this book will focus on designing and
making square quilts. Rhapsody quilts almost always feature appliqué. As with most appliquéd
quilts, the appliqué is applied to the background blocks before the blocks are joined together.
However, in a Rhapsody quilt, the “blocks” are oddly shaped background units as opposed to
the typical square blocks associated with a traditional appliqué quilt.An appliquéd Rhapsody
“block.” Note the odd-shaped piece filled with appliqué. BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY, 86-Ð × 86-Ð
Completed in 2002, machine pieced, machine appliquéd, and machine quilted by Ricky
Tims. This quilt began as a small, original, paper-cut-style medallion block. The symmetrical
undulations are loosely based on a traditional Diamond-in-a-Square motif. The urns and other
appliquéd motifs create large, circular effects. Bohemian Rhapsody is made from original 100%
hand-dyed cotton fabrics, and I used silk and rayon threads for the machine quilting. Creating
the quilt was very improvisational—so much so that I ended up replacing the original medallion
from which the quilt emerged. The hard work paid off. Not only did I have a quilt that I loved, but
it also won five Best of Show awards and numerous other prizes, including the blue ribbon for
Innovative Appliqué—Large at the 2002 International Quilt Association Show, held in
conjunction with Quilt Festival in Houston, Texas, each fall. Even now, with the format well
defined, I let each Rhapsody quilt evolve. I encourage you to do the same. This is an
improvisational process. At various times along the way, sit back with a cup of your favorite
beverage, and look at how your quilt is progressing. Let the quilt have a voice, making
suggestions about color, fabric, and the shape of an appliqué. The only fixed aspect of the
design is the shape of the templates used for the background pieces. Everything else remains
fluid until you stitch it or fuse it down—and sometimes even that is flexible. Continue, as you
work, to stir and simmer, to add “salt and pepper to taste.” Listen to your inner voice. This is not
a quilt you will make in a weekend . . . or a week. It may take months—or more—to produce a
Rhapsody quilt. You are, in essence, creating a legacy quilt, a quilt that will likely become a
family heirloom. Give it—and yourself—the attention and the patience it deserves.
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Guide for Quilters and Sewers, One-Block Wonder Panel Quilts: New Ideas; One-of-a-Kind
Hexagon Blocks, All Points Patchwork: English Paper Piecing beyond the Hexagon for Quilts &
Small Projects, Color Play: Expanded & Updated • Over 100 New Quilts • Transparency,
Luminosity, Depth & More, Applique: The Basics and Beyond, Second Revised & Expanded
Edition: The Complete Guide to Successful Machine and Hand Techniques with Dozens of
Designs to Mix and Match, Adding Layers—Color, Design & Imagination: 15 Original Quilt
Projects from Kathy Doughty of Material Obsession, Adventures in Improv Quilts: Master Color,
Design & Construction, Foolproof Flower Embroidery: 80 Stitches & 400 Combinations in a
Variety of Fibers; Add Texture, Color & Sparkle to Your Organic Garden, One Block Wonders:
One Fabric, One Shape, One-of-a-Kind Quilts, My Cozy Village: 9 Quilt Blocks to Appliqué &
Embroider

jellybean, “Complet and clear instructions for creating Rhapsody quilts. Bought this book to go
with another book of Ricky Tim's designs. This book has really clear instructions and is easy to
understand his method of creating Rhapsody quilts. There are plenty of tips to help and yet
there is space for you the quilter to add your own method to create. This book is keeper for me
as I love applique and here is another method for creating stunning quilts.”

Susan Martin, “More than patterns. This book is inspirational rather than just full of patterns. I
have some of Ricky Tims accuquilt dies and this book is a big help in getting more use from
them with my own designs.”

Tinilou, “Let Ricky Tims Inspire You to "Sew a Song".. This book is so refreshingly supportive.
The basics rules of Rhapsody quilts are outlined in a paragraph and then Ricky presents all the
variables. He encourages experimentation and your creativity. He is able to outline different
ways to express yourself while still guiding you towards a Rhapsody quilt masterpiece. I am
very determined to make a Rhapsody quilt happen in my sewing studio.”

ncm, “Love all Ricky Tim’s. Good inspiration”

KC, “Rhapsody Quilts; Inspiring, Amazing-Create Your Own!. This process is so wonderful. It
creates a one-of-a-kind quilt, like a mandala-type design. It incorporates my desire to create,
along with applique.  Ricky Tims has done it again!”

Barbara Chamberlain, “I cannot praise his books enough!. Concise and exact, precise and
easy to follow directions. Kaleidoscopes made easy and fun to do. The challenge is there and
it couldn't be easier!”

Tiger62, “Five Stars. Inspirational & Informative with great pics - Thank-You!!”



H, “Four Stars. always good instructions”

Mrs. M. H. G. Hartman, “Love Ricky Tims.. Love Ricky Tims AND he autographed all the books
I have of him when he was in South Africa.”

Jayne Rutledge,Jayne Rutledge, “Beautiful book. This has wonderful photography and is easy
to understand instructions. This book is good addition to my library for technique.”

Ellen Penney, “Five Stars. Clear instructions with room for individual differences.”

The book by Ricky Tims has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 41 people have provided feedback.
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